
	  
	  
	  
	  

Sponsoring a Child through the Kiwi Sponsorships 

 

Thank you so much for your interest in sponsoring a child in Uganda. These children have huge hearts and are so 
incredibly grateful for the chance to continue their education past primary school. It's humbling to be able to 
change a life simply by giving the gift of education, something so many of us take for granted. 
 
 

Situation in Uganda 
In Uganda there is 'Universal Primary & Secondary Education' which means that, in 
theory, education is free for all children. In reality however, the level of education in 
most government schools is so low that you'd be lucky to find a teacher, let alone a 
desk or a book. KAASO is a primary school that runs an incredible system whereby 
the children who cannot afford to pay are covered by the school and still given the 
right to an education. However, there are no secondary schools that operate in this 
way. In 2009 I watched as a class of 49 students finished their last year of primary 
school at KAASO and my heart broke at the realisation that for many of them, that 
was the end of their education as their parents or guardians could not afford to pay for 
them to continue onto secondary school.  

 

The ‘Kiwi Sponsorships’ was born 
So in January 2010, I set up the 'Kiwi Sponsorships,' a 
sponsorship programme to support KAASO-leavers through 
secondary school. Today, we have 40 children being 
supported by the programme, along with 6 students who 
have graduated from high school and vocational courses.  
 

How it Works 
It’s incredibly simple – each year, sponsors deposit that 
year’s school fees into my designated Africa Account. I 
transfer that money directly to Rose at KAASO and she then travels to each school to pay that child's fees. One of 
the most important elements of the Kiwi Sponsorships is that every cent of sponsors’ money goes straight to the 
sponsored child – there are no admin fees or hidden costs along the way.  
 

Cost of Sponsorship 
The cost of secondary school is USD $600-700 per year. Vocational courses range from $800-1,200 per year. 
These costs are all-encompassing and include not only the school tuition but also all school books, uniforms, 
boarding, school requirements, meals – i.e. everything the child needs to live at boarding school for a year. 



How long is the commitment? 
The total commitment is 6-7 years. Students complete their four 
years of secondary school before joining a vocational course for 
2-3 years. This way, students ‘graduate’ from their sponsorships 
with a certification, a qualification that will allow them to 
immediately enter the workforce and begin earning money to 
support themselves – and, in most cases, their families. Students 
can then save towards upgrading their studies further down the 
track.  
 

A long-term relationship 
One thing I always stress to new sponsors is that this is a long-term relationship and I would rather have no 
sponsors than those unable to continue until the end of a student's education. When sponsorships are discontinued, 
children feel that they have done something wrong, 'failed' or let their sponsor down. It is an incredible thing to 
sponsor a child but it is no small undertaking so please think long and hard before making this commitment. This 
child will come to feel part of your family and I encourage sponsors to stay in touch with their sponsored student 
long after the financial commitment has ended. 
 

Mentorship & support 
Every step of the way, Rose, Dominic and I are there to guide these 
students and help them create a brighter future. During the year, I keep in 
touch with the students and I make regular trips to Uganda to visit them at 
both their schools and in their home villages. It is hugely important to me 
to be actively involved in the whole process and to keep sponsors informed 
throughout the year.  
 

We hope you will join us 
Running this sponsorship programme is more rewarding than I ever could have imagined. The love, gratitude and 
hope that come flowing from these children is like nothing else and I feel humbled to think that each and every day, 
we are changing lives. I invite you to join me in sharing this amazing journey. To learn more, please contact me at: 
ileftmyheartinuganda@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Webale nyo - thank you for your support! 


